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FROM THE PASTOR....
My Church Home, -

During my last study-leave, [ spent a lot of time in the work of Henri Nou-
wen. One of the great insights of this Christian thinker is the profound love of God
for us. This love is given freely. Because it is love it grants the dignity of choice.
Love to be love must be given, received and returned freely. We are so used to
worldly loves that we expect and indeed, traffic in loves that are conditional, strings
attached, expectations, and demand entanglements. We many times experience loves
as confining and oppressive. It is such a common experience that we literally define
love as the "old ball-and-chain”, "tied down", loss of freedom. We expect love to re-
strict us, not free us. It is the love we give and the love we receive.

God's love is not such a love. God's love is given freely. He loves us the way
we are and He knows everything about us. His Jove is joy. It is home. It is power. It
is redemptive. It is "yes" to life and living. Yes! Yes! Yes! Itis positive, an adven-
ture, a challenge, an excitement that opens up living. The purpose of "no" is only to
stay away from things that infringe, hurt or destroy the "yes". We have value and pur-
pose therefore we say "no" to anything that cheapens us or sidetracks us from the
"yes", the "positive", the "building”. We build, in God's love, character, marriages,
families, homes, churches, ministries, communities and the kingdom.

God's love is

a sweetness beyond taste,

a music beyond hearing,

a vision beyond sight,

an embrace beyond touch,
and a fragrance beyond smell.

God's love is an experience that dignifies, encourages, and enchants self, oth-
ers and living.

God's love fills an earthen vessel of flesh with the glory of God's love. Jesus
is the message, the messenger and the love that fills us.

God's love is the strong, gentle, unfailing embrace of a father holding his
child. 1t declares, "you are home", "you are loved", and "you are valuable".

This love transforms life because it transforms the heart. This love isnota
thought, or a theology, or an act, or a feeling. It is an experience. It is to experience
Christ; to be beheld in singular focus by God and enguifed in love.

If no one has not had that experience pray to Jesus, "come to me Lord. Let
me experience you with me, that I may know the love of God.” This is the experience
that transforms the heart, that impacts life and living.

May Jesus Live Richly in Us,

Pastor Ed

ADULT LIBRARY NEWS

This month’s new books cover quite a range of subjects from apologetics to how to handie a
“bad day” along with some romance and suspense fiction Something for everyone!

Who Made God? is just part of the title. The book not only answers this question but goes on
to handle such “toughies” as: How can there be three persons in one God? Does the Bible
have exrors in it? Why can’t the holy books of other religions also be from God? This book
was compiled by Ravi Zacharias and Norman Geisler with some chapters written by other
evangelical apologists.

What would you discuss over dinner with Jesus? In Dinner with a Perfect Stranger by David
Gregory, Nick Cominsky decides to accept the invitation he received to have dinner with
Jesus. What follows is a fascinating conversation that covers family relationships, world
religions, and the afterlife, among other topics. Along the way, Nick confronts his own
unfulfilled longings, spiritual uncertainties, and anger with God-and he begins to wonder if
the man across from him holds the answers to his deepest needs.

After a long wait because of a delay in publication, the fourth and final book of the Sunrise
Series is here. Aptly named Sunset it brings the story of the Baxter family to a close, but not
before some times of uncertainty and difficuities. Karen Kingsbury has used these stories to
show God’s unending faithfulness, the power of family love, and the healing miracle of
redemption.

The Longing by Beverly Lewis is the third and last book in her series called The Courtship of
Nellie Fisher. This series has been about the love of Caleb Yoder and Nellie Fisher, an Amish
couple, whose families are opposite sides regarding the birthing of the New Order Amish
church. Pressure from their families causes the couple to break up. It takes the fine writing
skill of someone like Beverly Lewis to bring this situation to a satisfying conclusion.

And then there is Ted Dekker!!! The latest addition to the library of one of his books in the
Paradise novel series in Saint. Carl Strophe has been stripped of his identity and turned into
an assassin. Yet he struggles to retain fleeting memories. As he searches for the truth, it will
be the truth that will be his undoing.

We’ve all had them-bad days. The ones that make you feel like Murphy was an optimist.
Karen Linamen has those days, teo, but she has found out how to handle them and shares

them with the reader in Due to Rising Energy Costs, the LIGHT at the End of the Tunnel
Has Been Turned OFF.






